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The Senate failed, however, to address 
the danger that excessive, unlimited litiga-
tion in State courts would drive up pre-
mium costs and cause many American fam-
ilies to lose their health insurance. I could 
not in good conscience sign this bill be-
cause it puts the interests of trial lawyers 
before the interest of patients. 

I will continue to work with the House 
to pass a strong Patients’ Bill of Rights, 
like Fletcher-Peterson-Johnson, that pro-
vides patients with strong protections, holds 
HMOs accountable, but discourages run-
away litigation costs. I urge the House to 
pass a meaningful and effective Patients’ 
Bill of Rights that meets my principles.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Extending Generalized System of 
Preferences Benefits to the Republic of Georgia 
June 29, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to section 502(f) of the Trade 

Act of l974, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’), I am 
writing to notify you of my intent to add 
the Republic of Georgia to the list of bene-
ficiary developing countries under the Gen-
eralized System of Preferences (GSP). The 
GSP program offers duty-free access to the 
U.S. market for a wide range of products 
from beneficiary developing countries. 

I have considered the criteria set forth 
in sections 501 and 502 of the Act and 

have determined that it is appropriate to 
extend GSP benefits to Georgia. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. The related proclamation 
of June 29 is listed in Appendix D at the 
end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting an Account of Federal 
Expenditures for Climate Change Programs and Activities 
June 29, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
In accordance with section 566(b) of the 

Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and 
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2001 
(Public Law 106–429), I transmit herewith 
an account of Federal expenditures for cli-
mate change programs and activities. This 
report includes both domestic and inter-
national programs and activities related to 

climate change, and contains data on both 
spending and performance goals. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate.
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